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How he will succeed before the committee, who will try
to confuse and bewilder him, is uncertain. He is pretty
sagacious, but mentally timid, though not, I apprehend,
wanting hi physical courage. Of the transactions of the
Ordnance Bureau I have known less than of any others.
Their contracts are excepted from advertisements, their
business a specialty. President Lincoln busied himself
in that branch and Wiard and Ames, two disappointed
contractors whom he favored, are pets of the committee.

June 29, Saturday. Admiral Farragut sailed yesterday
from New York in the Franklin for Europe, to take com-
mand of the European Squadron. My two youngest sons
have gone with him. I know no better man to whom to
intrust them. One is his private secretary; the other is
clerk to Pennock, who is Captain of the Franklin.

The President and party are expected home to-day.
They have had, apparently, a pleasant tour. Too much
speaking, but less than in the Chicago jaunt last year.

June 30, Sunday. Called this morning on the President
and congratulated him. on his safe return and in apparently
improved health. He was very cordial, disposed to talk.
Was not fully posted on occurrences and events of the
last ten days. Talked of Sheridan, of Congress, of Stan-
bery's opinions, etc. In regard to Stanton, he expressed
himself convinced that he had played a part for himself,
had an understanding with the violent Radicals, had em-
barrassed the Administration and thwarted its policy;
and he was surprised that Stanton should persist in hold-
ing on to his place, and mixing with us. I remarked it
was now of little consequence. He had so managed with
the Radicals as to cripple the Administration until it
was powerless, and he might remain on to the close, or
he might leave soon. The President assented; presumed
Stanton intended to be a candidate.